PRAYERS 
FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH 


The Presiding Bishop has asked the prayers of the Episcopal 
Church during the forthcoming Vatican Council of the 
Roman Catholic Communion. He has suggested the following 
prayers for regular use, beginning October 11, 1962: 


Aone: AND EVERLASTING GOD, who by thy Holy 

Spirit didst preside in the Council of the blessed 
Apostles, and hast promised, through thy Son Jesus 
Christ, to be with thy Church to the end of the world; 
We beseech thee to be with the Council of thy Church 
now assembled in thy Name and Presence. Save them 
from all error, ignorance, pride, and prejudice; and of 
thy great mercy vouchsafe, we beseech thee, so to 
direct, sanctify, and govern them in their work, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, that the comfortable 
Gospel of Christ may be truly preached, truly re- 
ceived, and truly followed, in all places, to the break- 
ing down the kingdom of sin, Satan, and death; till at 
length the whole of thy dispersed sheep, being gath- 
ered into one fold, shall become partakers of everlast- 
ing life; through the merits and death of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen, 


O GRACIOUS FATHER, we humbly beseech thee for 
thy holy Catholic Church; that thou wouldest 
be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all peace. Where 
it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 
where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 
right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for it; 
where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of him who 
died and rose again, and ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us, Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


O GOD, THE FATHER of our Lord Jesus Christ, our 

only Saviour, the Prince of Peace; Give us grace 
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in 
by our unhappy divisions. Take away all hatred and 
prejudice, and whatsoever else may hinder us from 
godly union and concord: that as there is but one Body 
and one Spirit, and one hope of our calling, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, 
so we may be all of one heart and of one soul, united 
in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and 
charity, and may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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